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Greetings from HOPE worldwide Philippines! 
 

This year marks the 22nd year of humanitarian service of HOPE 
worldwide Philippines to the Filipino people. The dedicated staff, 
volunteers, and partners who supported our missions since our 

humble beginning in 1993, are the heart and blood of the  
organization. 
 

Our partnership with our donors and volunteers this year brought 
the organization to another horizon of development aid to the 
people in need of our assistance. International volunteers such as 
the HOPE Youth Corps, EMC, IBM, Adidas, Wikigives, LA Medical 

Team, and many other corporate and school volunteer groups 
made radical impact on so many lives in our poor communities.  
 

Message  

 
Our Disaster Recovery work and the challenge of rebuilding for the survivors of typhoon Yolanda (Haiyan) made 

our partnership with the local communities in the Visayas region stronger. Grants from Give2Asia, through the 
Global Disaster Response initiative of EMC Computer Systems, funded the establishment of the three EMC Centers 
of HOPE in Tacloban, Ormoc, and Daanbantayan, Cebu. More than 200 local construction workers and their 

families benefited during the construction of the three (3) centers. Many of the displaced families received 
livelihood and shelter recovery support and more than 150 displaced children received early childhood education, 
and supplemental feeding in the new Centers of HOPE. 

 
Furthermore, other Centers of HOPE in Luzon never stop helping the families and children living in especially-
difficult-circumstances in their areas. Venus (not her real name) is one of th e beneficiaries in the Center of HOPE 
-Laguna whom my wife and I were personally involved with since 2005.  In May 2015, she graduated from 

College with Bachelorôs Degree in Business Management.  She was hired by one of the biggest construction firm 
in Manila last July 2015. She gratefully expressed, ñLife without a family is difficult and sad, but this will not stop 
me from reaching my dreams. I am thankful that HOPE aided me to reach my dreams.ò 

 
According to Albert Schweitzer, ñSuccess is not the key to happiness. Happiness is the key to success. If you love 
what you are doing, you will be successful.ò  

 
We love what we are doing in HOPE worldwide and we have seen many suffering people improved their lives 
because of your help and support. In behalf of th e staff and beneficiaries of HOPE worldwide Philippines, thank 

you! 
 
Mabuhay po kayo and God bless you all! 

Moises ñJunò Velasco 
Executive Director 

HOPE worldwide ï Philippines 
jun_velasco@hopeww.org 



  

New Horizonè new additional Centers of HOPE !!!  

On the second year anniversary of Typhoon Yolanda (Haiyan), HOPE worldwide 

Philippines staff, volunteers from ICoC Philippines from the Visayas Region, EMC 
representatives and local government units inaugurated the three (3) Centers of 
HOPE in the Visayas Region, located at Tacloban, Ormoc and Northern Cebu. 

 
The three (3) Centers of HOPE ground floor areas feature a daycare center for 
underprivileged children, a big meeting room designed for accommodating 
different livelihood training and meetings for the volunteers, a computer and 

library room for education program, a kitchen for childrenôs feeding program, 
and a receiving area. The second floor with 232-square-meter size will be 
constructed in the future as an auditorium for big gatherings and volunteer 

activities. Future plan includes income-generating programs, like venue rentals, 
to support the center operational costs.  
 

The center will provide various humanitarian services, including education, 
health, protection, livelihood, disaster risk reduction an d volunteer services, to 
support the long -term developmental projects in the communities being served.  

 
To date, more than 200 local construction workers and their families benefited 
during the construction of the three (3) centers. Sixty four (64) familie s are 

provided with livelihood support and assistance and 152 children are helped 
through education and supplemental feeding. HOPE worldwide has also 
mobilized more than 500 volunteers in the three locations supporting and 

helping the ongoing programs and services of the organization. 
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             Protection      

�ƒ 38 children and 27 families served    
 

�ƒ 7 children received educational sponsorship 
 

�ƒ 346 volunteers involved and rendered 168 hours 
 

�ƒ  2 Staff became resource speakers in Child Protection 
Trainings in Manila and Quezon City 
 

�ƒ Network:  
o Barangay Council for the Protection of Children  
o Manila Social Welfare and Development  
o Child Protection Unit of Philippine General Hospital  
o Philippine Childrenôs Ministries Network 

Community -based treatment and re covery  

Zoe was a victim of sexual abuse 

when she was 12 years old. HOPE 
worldwide rescued her and provided 
psychotherapy sessions to help her 

recover from the trauma. She was 
resilient and eventually recovered 
from her dreadful experience.  

 

�ƒ 10 Children In Need of Special Protection were served 
 

�ƒ 4 were placed under Group Homes 
 

�ƒ 15 families were catered  
 

�ƒ 75 volunteers were involved and rendered 525 hours of service 

Venus (not her real name)  is one of the beneficiaries of the Independent living program who stayed strong 
to fulfil her dreams in life. Just this year , Venus finally graduated from college with Bachelorôs degree in 

Business Management Major in Operations in one of the colleges in Manila. 
   
Her life story wasnôt easy since she was only 3 years old their mother left them to their father because he 

was physically abusing her mother.  Since then, her father was the one who took care of her and her sister 
till she was 9 years old. However, in return for her fatherôs support to them, he started sexually and 
physically abusing both of them. One time, Venus wanted  to express all her feelings and hurts in the  form 

of a letter and she kept it over their roof. When she loo ked for it, the letter was not there and it just flew 
in the air.  
 
Fortunately, this letter made a way for them to be saved from their abusive father. The Department of 

Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) came to their house and rescued them. Venus and her younger 
sister were placed in DSWDôs protective custody. During that time they were sad to hear that their father 
died in jail and she felt guilty for it. They were also anxious whe re they would go because they didnôt have 

any known relatives to live w ith. Then, they were referred to the Center of HOPE when she was 10 years 
old. For Venus, the Center of HOPE became the family that God gave her. She started to have a mother, 
father, uncle, aunties, brothers and sisters from the relationships she had in t he Center of HOPE.  

 
She gratefully expressed, ñHOPE worldwide fulfilled all that was lacking in our  life. We had a family here. 
We were given a shelter. We were fed and given the opportunity to go to school and most of all , we 
learned to know God.  I decided to use the negative experiences in my life to become my inspiration to 
strive better in life and finish my school. Though at times I had challenges and wanting to give -up I still 
continued to pursue my dreams. I want to show how grateful I am for HOPE worldwide so I want to give 
back to HOPE by fulfilling that dream. More so, I started to know God deeper and I want to thank God for 
his unfailing love to me and my sister. And because of Godôs continued blessing, I eventual ly wore the 
black graduation coat and tassel at my graduation last May 29, 2015 and I was so much happy then. Now 
I am working in a Construction firm and I feel so much happy to fulfill not just my dream but the dream of 
all the staff and donors who supported me and most of all for Godôs glory.ò 
 

Residential Project  

Now at 18, Zoe excels in her studies and was awarded a scholarship by 
St. Joseph Foundation, a network of HOPE worldwide. She is taking up 
B.S. Psychology because she dreams of helping children like her who 

are victims of sexual or physical abuse to recover and mend the broken 
pieces of their lives and be serviceable members of society. Together 
with PCMN networks and faith-based organizations which includes HOPE 

worldwide, Zoe and Nico, another youth from Payatas, were trained to 
become youth advocates on child protection and safety.  
 

Youth for Safety is a 20-month advocacy campaign project which aims 
to build capacities of youth advocates on child protection and safety 
and promote advocacy campaigns through web and peer-education to 

reduce child sexual abuse incidence in Quezon City. Despite her busy 
schedule balancing her studies and her responsibilities as the eldest in 
the family, she conducts peer education and counselling to children at 
the Center of HOPE in Payatas facilitating five sessions per month with 

a minimum of 10 children per session. Currently, she and Nico have 
reached out and empowered 121 children in their advocacy campaign. 
Zoe is an inspiring example of turning her traumatic experience into a 
purposeful and powerful testimony of overcoming lifeôs adversities. 

A Story of HOPE  
Victim Turned Advocate  


